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The air vent connected to a heat supply pipeline in the district heating system has been used to eliminate
the existing air in the pipe, which has a detrimental effect on corrosion durability and heat efficiency. Recently,
the air vent installed under a manhole for 22 years was corroded and several pinholes were detected in
the front-end of the air vent. To identify the cause of the failure, thickness reduction, corrosion products,
and water quality were examined. The corrosion damage was significant at the outside of the front-end
of the air vent where the insulator was covered. While a thin oxide layer was formed in the interior of
the tube, the coarse and porous corrosion products consisting of magnetite and hematite were found externally.
Water flowing into the thermal insulator was absorbed by the insulator following hydrolysis. The hydrolyzed
insulator ejected the corrosion factors such as CI, SO,%, and NH,". The findings suggest that the corrosion
under insulation due to rain water is the main cause of the underlying failure in the air vent.
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Fig. 1 (a) Picture of a leakage at the front-end under manhole, (b) schematic view of the installation of air vent, (c) structure
of the leaked air vent installed in the heat-transport pipe.
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Table 1 Nominal chemical composition of SPPS380 (wt%)

SPPS380 C Si Mn P S
(SPPS250) ~ 0.30 ~ 0.35 0.30 ~ 1.00 ~ 0.040 ~ 0.040

@ (b)

Less corroded area
(16.5 cm)

Front-end _ _
(35 cm)

More corroded area
(18.5 cm)

Fig. 2 The comroded front-end samples removed from the air vent, (a) outside view with pinholes, and (b) inside view.
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Fig. 3 (a) Thickness measurements along the axial direction in the sample @ shown in Fig. 2b, (b) Cross-section view along

the hoop direction in the sample @ shown in Fig. 2b.
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Table 2 Chemical composition of the corrosion products on the samples ®-® (shown in Fig. 2b) measured by EDS (at.%)

Position Fe (0] P Zn Mg Al Si S Ca Cl K Mn
Inside 343 59.2 399 | 0.58 | 0.32 | 0.31 | 0.22 0.20 0.17 | 0.14 | 0.10 | 0.48
Sample ® -
Outside 51.99 | 43.09 | 1.96 | 0.25 - 0.06 | 038 | 0.12 044 | 002 | 0.18 | 1.49
Inside 42 45.4 462 | 1.25 | 036 | 04 1.87 | 045 0.98 - 0.16 | 0.64
Sample @ -
Outside 343 43.1 3.99 - - - - - - - - 0.48
Inside 4938 | 44.62 | 4.22 - - - 0.60 | 0.08 0.12 - - 0.67
Sample ® -
Outside 41.80 | 53.29 | 2.07 - - - 0.04 | 0.27 0.99 0.88 0.03 | 0.34
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Fig. 4 X-ray diffraction patterns of the inside and outside of the corroded areas.
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Fig. 5 Cross-section view of (a) pinhole area in the sample ® shown in Fig. 2b, (b) magnification of inside oxide layer shown
in (a), (c¢) magnification of outside oxide layer shown in (a).
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Table 3 Management standard and analyzed results of district heating water

Hardness Dissolved Conductivity Oxygen Fe Cu Ca Mg
PH (ppm) Oxygen | igemy | SCAVEREST | ooy | (opm) | (ppm) | (ppm)
(ppm) (ppm)
Management |, 15 0.02 0.1 ~ 0.5 03 0.02 - -

standard

DH Water 931 1.51 - 12.58 - 03 002 | 0459 | 0.092
(Analyzed)
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